
Cree Valley Community Council Action point

Minutes of meeting held on 6th January 2025 in McMillan Hall, Newton Stewart

Present: Stephon Bishop (Chair); Iain Service (Secretary); Jamie Hyslop 
(Treasurer); Robert Boan; Paul Comacchio; Jackie Hedley; Ian Heywood; 
Tammy Heywood; Richard Kay; David Malcolm; Charles Marshall; Morag 
McIlwraith; Debbie Monteith; Neil Skelton; David Spruce; Cllr Richard Marsh; 
Moyra Breckenridge (minutes)

Apologies: Lisa Sykes; Pat Wardell; Cllrs Jackie McCammon; Kate Hagmann 
and David Inglis (Cllr Inglis joined the meeting whilst in progress)

Approval of Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising:
Approved – proposed by Bob Boan, seconder Tammy Heywood. Comment re. 
statistical relevance of surveys to be inserted as noted.
Email circulation - all members to email Secretary to check his records.
Matters arising:
Bargrennan Bridge closure issues – Secretary to request closures should be timed 
to cause as little inconvenience as possible; Cllr Marsh will pursue issue before 
planning consent granted.
DG Council budget consultation – no plans for changes to status of McMillan 
Hall; no cuts to frontline services at forefront of priorities.
Scheme of Establishment viz-a-viz conflicts of interest -decisions on matters 
agreed at meetings should be adhered to. 
Planning training available for CC members - Secretary to approach DG Council 
to arrange.
Visitor presentations to meetings - Shennanton windfarm (Feb arranged); 
Strannoch (March to be arranged) 
Glentrool Village – cars parked on to road hinder spreading; there is a grit box for 
that area; Christmas lights grant for the village is actually £300 per annum.
Secretary to attach a list of correspondence received to future agendas. 

All members

Secretary

Cllr Marsh

Secretary

Secretary

Secretary

Police report:
None received and no officers present; Secretary to ensure police authority gets 
notice of CVCC meetings Secretary

Treasurer:
Still has no access to bank accounts; Treasurer has delivered paperwork 
personally to bank branch; considering opening new bank account; nothing else 
to report.  

Elected members' report presented by Cllr Richard Marsh:
Scottish Government budget – increase in employer NI rates will have a big 
impact; protection of frontline services at forefront of aims; rise in council tax 
rate expected; DG Council will set their budget in February.
Accommodation of asylum seekers is not remit of DG Council; Social Work 
Services refer cases of homelessness to DG Council.  

Correspondence: circulated to members before meeting; Scottish Power 
community benefit fund consultation on Kilgallioch and Arecleoch subsequently 
received and available at meeting

Planning applications: None
Temporary road closures - DG Council website useful; Open Reach not obliged 
to give notice.



Galloway National Park:
NatureScot have a survey on their website and are holding an open meeting in 
Glentrool and meeting with NSI; DG Council motion for a referendum on the 
matter not expected to be granted; it was felt that since NS lies in the heart of 
Galloway it should be the headquarters if GNP goes ahead; CVCC to meet with 
NatureScot Secretary

Help for Families:
Citizens’ Advice have funding for an 18 month support programme for 
disadvantaged families; a local support group already exists; NSI may be able to 
source funds for venues for meetings; group will report progress to next meeting

Christmas lights:
CVCC owned Christmas lights have been PAT tested (4 failures and large light 
not tested); will be handed to Christmas Lights Group upon request; storage issue 
can be addressed during handover. 

Glenvernoch windfarm:
Public meeting views in line with surveys; Secretary to draft objection stressing 
material factors (cultural heritage, archaeology etc) and circulate to members 
before submission; photographs to better reflect sightlines than those in 
application are being arranged. 

Secretary

Blair Hill and Shennanton windfarms:
Blair Hill – submission likely to be February at the earliest.
Shennanton – visitor presentation arranged for CVCC Feb meeting. 

AOCB:
Private banners on fencing at Wigtown Road roundabout may contravene local 
bylaws – to be clarified by Highways Agency;
Parked cars on both sides of Princes Street causing congestion
Receipt of windfarm funds by CVADT and CVCC representation on that group to 
be discussed at a later date.
Potholes (especially on road to Bruce’s Stone and Wood of Cree road) can be 
reported on DG Council website.
On street parking – appointment of new traffic wardens should solve problem but 
meantime Richard Kay offered to hand deliver letters to shop owners asking for 
their cooperation.
Fencing on l/h side of road to Sainsbury’s – council approached and works were 
carried out the next day.
Gritter lorry should grit road as far as Ard-na-Ghyll turning rather than finishing 
at Minnigaff Church.
Screening of new fencing in Memorial gardens to be arranged.    

Secretary

Secretary

Public Forum:
Need for Zebra crossing from Sainsbury’s entrance across to town car park – 
Active Travel to be approached about this.

Date and time of next meeting: Monday 3rd February 2025 at 7.15pm


