Cree Valley Community Council

Action point

Minutes of meeting held on 2" December 2024 in McMillan Hall, Newton
Stewart

Present: Stephon Bishop (Chair); lain Service (Secretary); Jamie Hyslop
(Treasurer); Robert Boan; Paul Comacchio; lan Heywood; Tammy Heywood;
Richard Kay; David Malcolm; Charles Marshall; Morag Mcllwraith; Debbie
Monteith; Neil Skelton; Lisa Sykes; David Spruce; Pat Wardell; Moyra
Breckenridge (minutes)

Apologies: Jackie Hedley; Cllr Kate Hagmann

The Chair welcomed everyone to the first full meeting of the new CVCC and
intimated apologies

Approval of Minutes of previous meetings (2" September and 4" November)
2" September Approved — proposed by CM, seconder LS

Matters arising:

Consultation on changes to school week — Lisa Sykes attended with Nicola
Vennard. Despite potential positive outcomes of such a step it is understood DG
Council have decided not to make any changes to the school week.

Proposal to temporarily remove parapet on one side of Bargrennan Bridge —
Jamie Hyslop advised this was discussed at the meeting called by Scottish Power
held in Barrhill on 25" November. Replacement of parapet by temporary
bollards has been proposed, response awaited from DG Council. Given the
safety and possible water pollution issues, Secretary to email elected councillors
to ascertain position

Action points — Ongoing concerns about pavement at Heron Way and of verges
not being cut; Secretary to email director of communities for update and also to
highlight CCES 'calls' being marked as 'closed' before matters are resolved

4t November Minutes

David Malcolm voiced concern that the statement he read out at the November
meeting was not attached to the minutes as he requested; Chair responded that he
had taken advice regarding attaching statements to minutes and decided that this
should not happen; after discussion it was agreed that any person who wishes to
have a copy of any such statement should email CVCC Secretary at
cvee.sec@outlook.com

Minutes subsequently approved — proposed by Tammy Heywood, seconder David
Spruce

Matters arising:

DG Council Budget consultation closes on Friday 6! December, absence of
elected members at this meeting precludes opportunity for discussion with them,
especially around proposals where cuts could be made might result in closure of
McMillan Hall or responsibility handed over to another group in the town;
Secretary to write to DG Council voicing our concerns; members urged to fill in
the survey before the deadline

Remembrance Sunday — A superb turnout on the day with over 30 wreaths being
laid made for a wonderful showpiece of townspeople coming together in
remembrance; many people to thank — Jackie Hedley for attaching the wreaths to
boards and securing them at the base of the memorial; anonymous donation
enabled refreshments to be provided and catered by members of the Legion;
pipers both at the Minnigaff memorial and Dashwood Square; Hannah from
Creetown Silver Band for the last post and reveille, Police for traffic control, as
well as the mystery jogger who ran through the gathering! Noted that wreaths
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can be ordered in advance through the Legion President.

Windsor Road footpath — a couple who live locally have volunteered to deal with
bin emptying and now have keys and green bags which will be collected when
full.

Curtain lights in McMillan Hall — one set of 4 is unusable; Tammy Heywood
offered to pay for replacements (£20 approx); access for removal/installation will
be via ClIr D Inglis. Thanks expressed to Bob Boan for his efforts, Christmas
Lights group for superb display this year and for prompt attention when
vandalism to trees was discovered

Issues raised in David Malcolm's statement

Point 1) Returning officer had advised residency criteria, ie. entry on the electoral
roll at the time of nominations for CC election, had been met; should any
member(s) subsequently move permanently outwith the CV area and be removed
from the electoral roll they would cease to be eligible to serve on CVCC;
Secretary drew attention to item 5.3.3 on Scheme of Est. covering this point;
should anyone still have reservations about this matter they should do so in the
form of an official complaint to CVCC

Point 2) Discussion on any perceived impartiality of members who may belong to
groups such as Hands Off Our Hills; Chair reminded members to make clear
when posting on social media that they are voicing personal opinions; members
must listen to both sides of the argument; the Secretary undertook to circulate
members his understanding of the relevant legal obligations that are included in
the Scheme of Establishment

Secretary

Police report (taken at this stage to enable police officers to leave thereafter)
Report available on request from Secretary (email cvcce.sec@outlook.com)
Questioned on road traffic offences, officer advised speeding violations are dealt
with by road traffic police, other officers not trained in this field; there are 4
CCTYV cameras in town but due to their siting they do not always catch incidents
as they happen; not all acts of vandalism are carried out by children and there is
no discernible pattern to any such vandalism; offenders over 12 can be charged,
those under that age are referred to the childrens' panel; the police officers were
thanked for their report and attendance.

Other matters:

Lowering of speed limit in built-up areas — this will be discussed by elected
councillors

Discretionary grant — Treasurer liaising with Melinda Dolan on this matter
Polaris/Resilience systems — to be discussed at next meeting

Access through grounds of Penninghame PS — claiming and establishing right of
way would result in gates having to be open all the time, not feasible; unable to
reach any compromise with school

Advent calendars — thanks to the initiative shown by Clifford Smithers and
sponsorship he obtained from Wigtown Road service station and Tesco, Castle
Douglas, advent calendars have been delivered to local primary school children.
The Secretary is writing to Mr Smithers thanking him for his past and continuing
efforts for the town.

Debbie Monteith has cleaned up the bar window area in the Galloway Arms and
is planning to decorate the window with Christmas lights, Bob Boan offered to
help with installation — thanks to Debbie for coming up with the idea and Bob for
helping.

Cllr Inglis' report stated that visual inspection of the Galloway Arms building has
been carried out by DGC Buildings Dept; despite obvious lack of maintenance,
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considered not to be of immediate public safety risks, owners will be required to
take action should public safety be compromised; further concerns raised about
the state of Victoria Lane, particularly affecting lighting, and the roof towards the
back of the building.; this matter will be re-visited

Flower boxes in Drew Avenue are being attended to.

Treasurer:

Report on SPR meeting held in Barrhill on 25" November regarding
Kilgallioch and Arecleoch windfarm extensions — Jamie Hyslop attended
representing CVCC along with Clifford Smithers from CVADT; there were
representatives from seven community councils; SPR planning to issue a leaflet
explaining options for receiving windfarm benefits; such benefits are not paid
directly to community councils as their constitutions are not suitable to receive
such payments; CVADT was formed in 2020 and at present would be the
organisation to which community benefit monies are paid for distribution to the
Cree Valley area; approximately £256k falls to be distributed amongst four
community councils from the Kilgallioch extension and £400k amongst seven
community councils from Arecleoch; in addition there will be a one-off payment
made to community councils not receiving community benefit funds but which
are affected by the transportation of the wind turbines; another meeting on this
matter will be held in Barrhill in 3 months time; Jamie Hyslop confirmed that
SPR have submitted an application with DG Planning Dept for temporary
removal of the bridge parapet at Bargrennan — this is to allow for transportation
of the turbines across the bridge.

Financial report — Jamie Hyslop (new treasurer) has not been able to prepare a
financial report as he does not have login access to the CVCC bank account; he
has completed the BoS online request to become an account signatory; Treasurer
advised the bank balance is £31.62 and there are outstanding creditors of £1181;
CVCC accounts have not been verified for 2 years (2022/23 and 2023/24)
resulting in approximately £10,700 being unclaimed (DG Council block grant,
Kilgallioch and Carsecreugh windfarm funds); the primary reason for the
accounts not being verified for the previous two years is due to a ‘locked’ RBS
account to which the previous Treasurer (Richard Kay) had transferred funds;
Richard Kay is working to have this account unlocked and provide the bank
statements necessary to allow previous years’ accounts to be verified; Treasurer
has emailed Richard Kay with a number of questions regarding the accounts and
is awaiting a response; the Treasurer will contact Melinda Dolan (DG Council) to
discuss how to resolve the matter of unverified accounts and in an effort to claw
back funds unclaimed and ensure audited accounts are available for the 301
January 2025 deadline for £737.60 due to CVCC,; this situation could result in
CVCC being declared insolvent; the matter must be treated with the utmost
urgency and Richard Kay (previous treasurer) must provide RBS statements and
submit previous years accounts (2022/23 and 2023/24) to allow these accounts to
be verified; CVCC has no income until these accounts are submitted (question as
to why was this not discussed before now?) - accounts unfrozen; authorised
signatories brought up to date including removal of names of past signatories etc

Secretary's report:

Secretary thanked Charles Marshall for his co-operation whilst handing over the
remit; official secretary email (cvce.sec@outlook.com) has been handed over;
will take time to get to grips with role; thanks again to Charles Marshall for
offering to help where he can.
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Elected members' report:
None other than that reported above concerning Galloway Arms building from
ClIr David Inglis

Planning applications:

None other than discussion concerning route plans for timber extraction at Carty
— this road is not fit for such purpose; initial proposals for new roadways joining
the A714 at Baltersan/Causeway End have not materialised; situation will be kept
under review.

Topics for discussion:

1. Result of hospital consultation — very much a box ticking exercise; decision
had been made

2. National park consultation — Secretary planning to request meeting with
Reporter before 15™ February deadline; to be discussed again at CVCC January
meeting;

3. Council budget consultation — discussed above

4. Glenvernoch wind farm — Secretary will read the Capacity for Windfarms
document about the siting of windfarms and will liaise with Neil Skelton before
reporting back to councillors; David Spruce opined Galloway Hills not suitable
for higher turbines than those already erected; 24" January is deadline for CVCC
response; Secretary will circulate this to members before submission and report
on outcome

5. Shennanton windfarm — Secretary to invite the developers to our next meeting
to present their plans;

6. The Secretary intends to attach a list of correspondence received to future
agendas; the Zoom subscription has been cancelled, noted that it is free if
meetings are kept within 30 minute time limit.
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Any other business:

Debbie Monteith raised concern about 2 drains without covers outside the Belted
Galloway; private land - not responsibility of DGC; Jamie Hyslop offered to meet
Debbie on site with a view to sourcing replacement covers.

Morag Mcllwraith asked if DGC could be approached to ensure top road at
Glentrool Village is also gritted during icy conditions; many local road signs are
obscured by overgrown trees/vegetation; Secretary will write to DGC roads dept;
Morag asked where the £200 paid from the discretionary fund for Christmas
lights in Glentrool is allocated, Richard Kay replied this has gone directly to the
Glentrool Trust for past 7 years.

Jamie Hyslop as Chair of the River Cree DSF Board raised omission of fishery
concerns in proposed DGC flood prevention scheme; Reporter agreed due
process had not been followed and Fishery Board should have been consulted in
this matter.

Proposed housing development above Corsbie Road - Chair asked Richard Kay
about any response to concerns raised in July minutes — nothing to report.
Sparling bridge cleaning — suggested this could be done so long as no chemicals
were used in the process
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Public Forum:

Alexandria Negrea raised her concern about safety issues which should be
addressed around zebra crossing area, it is understood there are no funds
available for this.

Glenvernoch windfarm matter — Secretary obtained extension to deadline for
representations from 15% to 24™ January, will seek to extend that further to 31%




January; reports regarding ornothology, ecology, mosses etc are only sent to
RSPB and SEPA; some reports redacted; lain Service indicated scoping response
was ignored and feels decisions are being made without all viewpoints being
taken into consideration; secretary to voice these concerns on behalf of CVCC.
Charles Marshall opined that CVCC should give residents a further opportunity
to voice their opinions on windfarm matters; David Malcom asked should the
public be advised what funds might come to the community from windfarms but
was advised that is not a material consideration; Secretary will seek further time
extension and thought objections should be linked into planning considerations;
Steph Bishop considers CVCC have enough data to make a decision; Jamie
Hyslop asked if figures were available for residents who are in favour of these
proposals.

Neil Skelton read out results of six surveys which have been carried out:-

1) 84% against in survey held in Glentrool

2) 87% against in survey held in Glentrool Hive

3) 84% against in survey held in Glentrool Hive

4) 98% against in survey conducted by Energy Contour

5) 93% against in survey conducted by CVCC in Glentrool

6) 95% against in survey conducted by Hands Off Our Hills in Glentrool

Given there are no funds available for another survey it was agreed to call a
public meeting to be held in the McMillan Hall on Monday 16™ December at
7pm to be chaired by Steph Bishop — panel still to be decided.
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Date and time of next meeting: Monday 6™ January 2025 at 7.15pm
The chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting.




